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A TREATY between His Excellency the Governor of the 
Province of New-York, and the Six Nations, and other Indian 
Nations, depending on faid Province. 


T is well known in the Province of New-York, that the Six Nations of 

| Indians depending in this Province, (called Iroquois by the French) had 

lately on feveral Occafions, appear’d diffatisfied and wavering in their 

Fidelity to the Britz/h Crown. No doubt, this was principally occafion’d 

by the Artifices of theFrench of Canada, who had conftantly Emiffaries among 

them ; But at the fame Time there is Reafon to think, the {ufpicious Behaviour 

of thefe Nations, in Favour of their once inveterate Enemy the French, could 

not have arriv’d to the Pitch it did, otherwife than by fome Negleéts or 

Mifconduct of thofe who were entrufted by the Government of New-York 
with the Management of the Indian Affairs. 

His Excellency the Governor of New-York, having received his Majefty’s 
Commands, to engage the Indian Nations depending on his Government, to 
join in the Expedition then intended againft Canada, and to make them the 
ufual Prefents on that Occafion ; and being fenfible of the great Ute thefe 
Nations may be to the Succefs of thisEnterprize, and likewife of the Difficulties 
that probably might attend his Endeavours at this Time, was defirous to have 
had the Afliftance of as many of the Members of his Majefty’s Council as 
the Circumiftances of Affairs would permit ; but they ali declined to give 
their Attendance, except Mr. Colden and Mr. Living fon. His Excellency 
was therefore obliged to aé&t with the fmalleft Number of Members, which 
by his Majefty’s Commiffion can form a Council, viz. Three ; the above 
two Gentlemen and Capt. Rutherford, who was then at his Poft in Albany. 

As foon as his Excellency received his Majefty’s Commands, he difpatched 
from d/bany fuch Perfons as, by the beft Information he could receive, had 
Influence among the Sx Nations, to invite them feverally to meet him at 
Albany, on the 20¢b of Fuly. His Excellency arrived at Albany the 21/f of 
‘fuly, where having heard, that, befides the Small-Pox, (which his Excellency 
never had) many were fick of a contagious malignant Fever, he continued 
on board the Sloop which carried him up, to confider where to lodge with 
the leaft Danger to his Perfon from the Infection of thefe Diftempers ; and 
the next Morning refolved to go into the Fort. He was received at his 
Landing with the ufual Marks of Refpe&t from the Corporation, the 
Independent Companies of regular Troops then in the Place, and the Militia, 
under a Difcharge of the Cannon of the Fort and Town. 

In the Afternoon of the fame Day on which his Excellency came on Shore, 
three Indians, viz. Two Onandagos and an Oneydo, brought two French 
Scalps and prefented to his Excellency : At which Time the Leader of the 
Party made a formal Speech to the following Purpofe: ‘ That having had 
‘ repeated Accounts of the Mifchief done by the French, and of the frequent 
‘ Murders committed by them, and that the Mohawks, notwithftanding of 
* their Profeffions of Friendfhip, fuffered this Bloodfhed to remain unrevenged, 
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© his Heart could bear it no longer; he thereupon refolved to open for his 
‘ Brethren the Path toRevenge: That thefe twoScalps which he now prefented 
‘were taken at Noon Day in Sight of the French Fort at Crown Point. His 
Excellency told him how well he took this {pecial Mark of his Fidelity, and 
affured him, that he would not only now reward him and his Companions, 
by particular Prefents, but would always remember this Act of Friendfhip. 
They had already received the Reward given by the A&t of Affembly. His 
Excellency gave each of them four “Spani/h Dollars ; to the’ Leader a fine 
laced Coat and Hat, and a Silver Breaft-Plate ; and to each of the others a 
Stroud Blanket and lac’d Hat. 

Thefe Indians told us, that they lay feveral Days among the Buthes, from 
whence they could feeevery Man that came out of the Fort-Gate. They 
endeavoured for {ome time to take a Prifoner, but obferving that none went 
to fuch a Diftance from-the Fort that they could hope to carry him off, they 
refolved to,take the firft Opportunity for a Scalp : ‘T'wo Soldiers coming out 
of the Fort, after the Chapel Bell had rung about Noon, one of the Indians, 
by their Leader’s Order, fired with Swan Shot upon them while they were 
near to each other. Itdsaconftant Rule among thefe fculking Parties, never 
to fire without Orders from their Leader. One of the French Men was killed 
upon the Spot, the other wounded and fled immediately towards the Fort Gate, 
the Indian who had fired, purfu’d, and with his Hatchet brought him down 
within a hundred Steps of the Fort Gate; and, tho’ the French in the Fort 
ruthed out at the Gate, he took his Scalp off ; the others had fcalped the Man 
that was firft killed, and then they all fled. The French in their Hurry had 
run out without their Atms, and upon recolle@ting themfelves return’d to 
Arm, which facilitated the Efcape of the Indians. © . 

His Excellency being informed, that the Leader of this Party was defirous 
to be diftinguithed by his Excellency’s giving him a new Name, and that the 
Name --------, which in the Language of the Six Nations fignifies the 
Path-opener, would be moft acceptable to him ; his Excellency honour’d him 
with that Title; which he accepted very thankfully, and feem’d exceedingly 
pleated with it ; Whereupon he faid, that the other two Indians having 
affociated with a Mebikander, or River Indian, were refolved to go out againft 
the Enemy : But as he thought he might be more ufeful by ftaying, to affift at 
the enfuing Treaty, he was refolved to remain here. He added, that in 
Cafe the Interpreter, and others fent to invite the Six Nations to meet here, 
fail’d in any Part, he would go among the Six Nations, and doubted not to 
bring many by his Influence, who otherwife might ftay. 

- Ina Day or too after, fix of feven Indians, who had been fent out by the 
Commiffioners for Indian Affairs to Crown-Point, to take Prifoners and gain 
Intelligence, returned: and _faid, That they had gone to that Place, and that 
in Sight of it they had feparated, with Defign thereby to furprize any Stragler 
that might have come out of the Fort: That while they were thus feparated, 
two of their Number were fuddenly furrounded and taken by the Enemy : 
One of thefe two, after having been detained three or four Days, join’d the 
others at Saraghtoga.’ He faid, that he had been threatned with Death by 
the Adirondax (2) ; but that the Cabnuagas (6) interpos’d, and by their 

> Interceflion 

(@) A Nation of Indians living in | Canada, who have always been firm Friends to the French, and formerly 
were at War with the Six Nations. 

(6) A Number of Indians originally of the Five Nations, and deferters from them, now fettled near Montreal, 
by whom the illicit ‘Trade between Albany and Montreal was carried on: They are well acquainted with the 
Country about Albany. 
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Interceffion he was.fet'at Liberty; and fome of the Cabnuagas conducted 
him through Lac Sacrement. He reported, that there was a great Number of 
Men, French and Indians, at Crown- Point. The other Prifoner, an Onondaga, 
confented to remain with the French, and was fent to Canada. 

Soon after this, fixteen Mohawk Indians came to the Town, who had been 
{ent out, from the lower Mohawk Caftle by Mr. Fobnfon, to gain Intelligence 
near Crown-Peint, and.to take Prifoners. They. reported, that they had 
difcovered fo great a Number of French and Indians at Crown- Point, that they 
had no Hopes of being able to bring off any Prifoners, and thought it advifeable 
to return {peedily and inform of the great Danger! they thought this Place was 
in. His Excellency invited them to go thither again, in order to defcry the 
Motions of the Enemy : And as a farther Encouragement to them, to either 
Scalp or take Prifoners, he offered every Perfon of faid Party that fhould take 
a Scalp or Prifoner, a Piece of Stroud, and a Suit of laced Cloaths, befides 
the Bounty ; but they, being frightned with the Apprehenfions of Danger, 
declined going back, and faid, they muft return Home and acquaint their 
Friends and Relations with what they had heard and feen.. Several other 
Indians \ikewile alarmed, the Mohawks, by telling them that the French had 
a great Force at Crown-Point, and that they would certainly attack either 
Albany or Scheneétade, or the Settlements on the Mohawks River, or perhaps 
feveral Places at the fame Time. 4 

Mr. ‘fobnfon, and the commanding Officer of the Garrifon of regular 
Troops in the Mohawks Country, by their Letters to his Excellency, confirm’ d 
thefe Reports; and added, the Mohawks had. entertain’d Apprehenfions of 
the French Force at Crown Point, which was like to have a bad Effe@. On 
this his Excellency wrote to Mr. ‘Fohu/on, that all thefe Stories of the French 
Force at Crown Point, were only Artifices of the French to intimidate the 
Indians, or to amufe them, with Defign to fruftrate the Treaty which he 
sntended to have with. them ; and that he was to affure the Indians, that 
they could. be in no Danger from the French : However, that they might fee 
that he would omit nothing which they think neceflary for. their Security, 
he bad ordered a Lieutenant of ‘Militia with Thirty Men to reinforce the 
lower Caftle, and had likewife ordered the Captain of Militia near the upper 
Cattle, to affift the Indians there in fortifying their Caftle, and to. hold 

-himéelf. in Readinefs to fupport them on any Emergency. . 

One “fohn Colan, a French Man, who fome Years fince had removed from 
Canada; and fettled and married at Schenecfade, and who has fince that Time 
lived in good Reputation there, was fent by Major Glen, to inform his 
Excellency, that one Aaron, a noted Mohawk Sachem, who. with feveral 
others of the Six Natzons, had been laft Spring in Canada to treat with the 
Governor. there, did then entertain two Cahnuaga Indians. This Man, 
*Fohn Golan, acquainted his Excellency, that having difcovered the Cabnuaga 
Indians, he told them he was a French Man, and was defirous of returning 
to his own Country, on which, they began prefently to propofe to him 
Methods for his Efcape ; at which ‘Time, this 4arox coming near them, he 
expre{s’d his Fears of being difcovered by him. They anfwered, that he need 
not fear Aaron, for he was their Friend, and defigned to go with them. As 
they propofed to him. to, efcape privately by himfelf, and to meet them at a 
Place they named, he told them of his Fears; in that Cafe, of meeting with 
the French Indians while he was alone. They anfwered, that if he drefs’d 
himéelf like an Indian, the French:Indians would do him noHurt, without firft 
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S| calling to him ; upon which, if he ftopp’d and call’d out Maria, the French 
r+ Indians would be fo far from hurting him, that they would immediately 
, come up )tochim and take him by. the Hand. From this, and feveral other 


Incidents, which it would be tedious to relate, his Excellency was convinced 

} of fome {ecret Underftanding between the Six Nations and the Cabnuagas, 

: or French Indians: And that, however any Party of our Indians might be 
| induced? to fall upon the French, they would not at that Time moleft the 

#rench Indians, nor prevent the Mifchiefs which the Inhabitants received from 

their feulking Parties, 

For this Reafon, his Excellency endeavoured to fend out again the Company 
of Rangers, which had formerly been employed againft the fculking Indians - 
i | But, as'the Affembly had made no Provifion for this Expence, they refufed 
Le to go, unlefsihe gave his perfonal Bond for their Pay, at Three Shillings a 
y | Day for each private Man, befides their Provifion ; and would not be fatisfed 
with the: Promifes that he, by the Advice of Council, made them of 
| recommending their Service to the General Affembly, and the Affurances 
. he gave them of their being rewarded as they defired, 

On their continuing obftinate, his Excellency was of Opinion, that no 
I confiderable Service could be expected from Men, who were moved by no 
F other Principle but that of exceflive Wages: And he had Reafon afterwards 
to be confirmed in this Opinion, when Capt. Langdon, and afterwards Capt. 
Thebout, voluntarily went with their Companies of the new levied Troops to 
feour the Woods, and took fome of thefe Albany Men with them as Guides, 
} L ‘who whenever they apprehended themfelves in Danger, by the Difcovery of 
| ‘recent Traéts, fome one or other of them could not be kept from firing their 
Guns, or making fome Noife, by which the French Indians, if any were near 
them, muft know how to avoid them. Some Indians, who were likewife 

ae fent out in Company with thefe Men, complained in like Manner. 

‘The publick Interpreter, whom the Governor (as: before obferved) had 
fent with others, to. invite the Six Nations to meet him at Albany, wrote to 
the Commiflioners for Indian Affairs, That they met with great Difficulties 
and Obftruétions from the: Sachems, who had been lately at Canada : That 
the Oneydoes-refuled to give any “An{wer, tho’ they had ftayed there thirteen 

| Days ‘endeavouring to perfuade them; and that the Cayugas had abfolutely 
refufed to meet the Governor. On which his Excellency defired to be 
) informed by the:Commiffioners of Indian. Affairs, whether they knew of any 
‘Perfon of Influence or Intereft with the Indians, and fit to be fent among 
them on this ‘Occafion, ' ‘They anfwered, that they knew of none; and that 
the Indians were in a very bad Difpofition, and much under the Influence of 
‘the French, ) eS ft | 
About this time his Excellency being informed, that the Interpreter, and 
others fent with him, had neglected to fend proper Invitations to the Indians 
living on the Branches of Su/quehannah River ; and that Capt. Vroman, of 
Be Scobary, was a proper Perfon to be fent to thofe Indians ; he fent him, in 
Company with Capt, Staats, with a Belt of Wampum to invite them, 
] ° While the Indian ‘Affairs appear’d in this difcouraging State, an Account 
came to Town, that about ‘Twenty young Chickefaws were come to the © 
Senekas, to defire them to thew them the Way to Canada. The Chickefaws 
had always been Enemies to: the French: A Party of about Five Hundred / 
Men had four Years fince been fent out againtt them from Canada, who 
were: fo entirely routed by the Chickefaws that few returned. Thefe young 
eiiuge Chickefaws 
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Chickefaws told the Senékas, that the French of Cakady had about four Years 
fince made them a Vifit; and were fo kind to leave them four Hundred 
Guns, which were now wore out; and, fincé the French had not thought 
fit to bring them any more Gutis, they were refolved to go to Ganada to feich 
new Ones ; and promifed, that if the Senekas would fhew them the Way, 
they would go Home and return with four Hundred fout Fellows. Some 
other Indian Nations who lived to the Weftward, difcovering their Averfion 
to the French at the fame Time, thefé Incidents affifted the Governor’s 
Meffengers in bringing more Indians to Albany than they expected, when 
they wrote to the Commiffioners for Indjan Affairs, 

While the Interpreter was at the more diftant Indian Caftles, Mr. 
William Fobnfon was indefatigable among the Mohawks ; he drefféd himfelf 
after the Indian Manner, made frequent Dances, according to their Cuftom 
when they excite to War, and ufed all the Means he could think of, at 
a confiderable Expence, (which his Excellency had promifed to repay him) 
in order to engage them heartily in the War againft Canada. Tho’ he 
fucceeded, beyond what any Man in Albany thought could be done, yet 
feveral of the Sachems (in the Conajchary, or upper Mobawh Caitle, chiefly) 
refufed to engage in the War ; but infifted, that as this War was entred into 
between the Engli/h and French, in which they had no Intereft, they ought 
to remain Neuter. The Engli/h and French they faid, could at any Time 
make Peace; but if they fhould enter into the War, Indians could not 
make up the Quarrel among themfelves, otherwife than by the DeftruGtion 
of one or the other. The French could have no Hopes of engaging the 
Six Nations on their Side againft the Englijb, and therefore wilely play’ 
this Game of endeavouring to make them ftand Neuter, which they could 
enforce by ftrong political Arguments, of which the Indians were fenfible 
enough. It 7s your Intereff, the French Emiffaries faid, not to fuffer either 
the French or the Englith to be abfolute Mafters ; for in that Cafe you muft 
become Slaves to the one or the other. From this politic View chiefly, the 
Interpreter met with fo much Oppofition every where : Tho’ it is not ‘to be 
doubted, but that at the fame Time, the French had gain’d fome particular 
Sachems entirely into their Intereft ; however many were prevailed on to 
come'to Albany, to hear what the Govetnor of New-York had to fay to them; 
tho’ feveral Sachems ftaid behind. When they of the more diftant Nations 
came along with the Interpreter to the lower Mohawk Caftle, and found that 
Mr. ‘fobnfon had already engaged many of the young Men there to join the 
Aimy againft Canada, the others blamed the Mohacwhs ; telling them with 
fome Warmth, That they had been very rafh in engaging fo far, « They 
* ought, the others faid, to have confideréed that they, the Mohawks, were 
* the fmalleft in Number of any of the Six Nations, and ought not to have 
* proceeded to fo great a Length, without the previous Confent of the others.’ 
To this the Mohawks anfwered, It is true, we are lefs confiderable as to 
Number, than any of the other Nations ; but our Hearts are truly Englith, 
and all of us are Men (a); fo that, if our Force be put to the Trial, perhaps it 


will be found greater than you tmagine. Thefe Difputes, however, continued 
{o far, that the Mohawks and the other Five Nations, could not go in Company 
to Albany ; the Mohawks marched on one fide of the River, while the other 
Nations went on the other Side. [There are two Roads from the Mohawks 
Cajtle to Scheneétada, one on each Side of the Mohawks River] 


. When 
(a) The Six Nations reckon all other Indian Nations, Women, in comparifon to themlelves. 
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_ When the Indians came near the Town of Albany, On the 8th of Auguft, 
Mr. Sfobnfon put himéelf at the Head of the Mobawks, drefled and painted 
after the Mannet of an Indian War Captain ; and the Indians who followed 
him, were likewife drefled and painted, as is ufual with them when they fet 
out in. Wares (at he Indians faluted the Governor as they paffed the Fort, by 
a running Fire ; which his Excellency ordered to be an{wered by a Difcharge 
of fome Cannon from the Fort : He afterwards received the Sachems in the 
Fort Hall, bid them Wellcome, and treated them with a Glafs of Wine. 

As, by all Accounts, the Difpofition of the Six Nations feemed at this 
Time lefs in Favour of the Briti/h Intereft than was to be withed ; his 
Excellency thought it neceflary to have frequent Conferences, in private, with 
the principal Sachems of each Nation ; fometimes feparately and fingly, at 
other Times with fome of each Nation jointly. There were only two of the 
Mobawk Sachems (befides Aaron before mentioned, who left the Caftle at 
this Time) that could not be prevailed on by Mr. ‘fohnfon, to declare 
themfelves for entering into the War againft Canada: They were both of 
the Conajobary ot Upper-Cattle, and one of them the Head of the Tribe called 
the Tortoife ; (which, tho’ not fo numerous as that of the Bear, yet is looked 
on as the Firft in Rank or Dignity ;) and, as he had been with the Governor 
of Canada \ait Spring, it was thought to be of fome Confequence 0 gain 
him. Mr Colden, above “Twenty Years fince, had the Complement of 
being received into that Caftle ; and, about Seven Years fince (the laft Time 
he had been with the Mobawks) had contracted fome more particular 
Acquaintance with thefe two Sachems : He invited them to a private 
Conference, at which the Reverend Mr. Barclay afatted as Interpreter ; they 
met him, and brought five more with them : After this Conference thefe 
Sachems appeat’d as hearty as any of the others. He that was Head of the 
Tribe cal ’d the Ti ortozfe, faid, ‘ His Uncle had been the chief Wat Captain 
« among the Mobawks : That his Uncle had particularly diftinguifhed himéelf 
¢ in their Wars againft the French, and he was refolved to thew himfelf not 
¢ unworthy of his Anceftors, not of his Uncle’s Name, which he had 
« obtained after his. Death.’ 

After the principal Sachems had, at thefe Conferences, been brought to 
a good Difpofition, his Excellency advifed with the Gentlemen of the Council, 
and the Commiffioners from the Maffachufets Bay, on what may be proper 
to be faid to the Six Nations sn the Publick Speech, which he now propofed 
to make to them, Col, Wendell and Mr. Wells had arrived from Bo/ton 
about the End of Fuly, and foon after they came to Town, his Excellency 
ordered the Gentlemen of the Council to communicate to them all the 
Information which had been received, with refpect to the Indian Affairs : 
And they had frequent Conferences together from Time to Time, as Occafion 
required : It was likewife thought proper f° communicate, what his 
Excellency iutended to fay to {ome of the Sachems of each Nation, who were 


_ thought moft hearty in the Britz/h Intereft ; who faid, that it was well 


conceiv’d. as could have been done, had they themfelves advifed upon the 
Subjet s only as it had been advifed to obferve in the firft Draught, That fome 
of his Majefty’s Subjects had been inftigated by the French to rife in Rebellion 
againft the King ; that they had been defeated by one of the King’s Sons 5 
that thefe poor People were now utterly ruined, and had nothing left but to 
bewail their Folly ‘n the Mifery that. was brought upon them, by fuffering 
themfelves to be deluded by the fair Promifes of the French ; they faid, that 

they 
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they did not underftand the Affairs on the other Side of the Sea, nor did they 
trouble their Heads about them ; and as they had no Method of retaining 
what is {poke to them but by their Memories, they were afraid that this might 
perplex their Memories, and make them lefs attentive to what is properly their 
Bufinefs ; and advifed, that it fhould be left out ; which accordingly was done. 

Another Difficulty remained ; the publick Interpreter had been taken 
dangeroufly ill in his Return to A/bany, and was at this Time confined to his 
Bed. ‘Tho’ feveral were employed, who had Knowledge fufficient in the 
Language of the Szx Nations, to make themfelves be under{tood, and to 
underftand what was {poke to them ; yet none of them were fo much Mafters 
of the Language, as to {peak with that Propriety and Diftinéne(s that is 
expected, and ufual on fo folemn an Occafion. [It was thought therefore 
proper, to inake one of the Sachems underftand the Speech, by the Affiftance 
of the common Interpreters, that he might be able to deliver it Paragraph: 
by Paragraph, as it thould be fpoke. At firft a Mobawk Sachem was 
pitched upon ;_ but the Sachems themfelves told us, That for fome time paft 
a kind of Party-Divifion among the S7x Nations had fubfifted : That the 
Mohawks, Onandagas and Senekas, form’d one Party ; and the Oneydoes, 
Tufcaroras ind Cayugas, the other: That, as the Mohawks might be fufpeéted 
to be more partial to, the Engii/h, it would be of more Ufe to employ one .of 
the other Party ; and an Oneydo Sachem was propofed for that Purpofe. This 
Man was éafily enough made to underftand the Speech, and he repeated it 
feveral ‘Times over in.private; and was inftru€ted where to make the proper 
Stops. * After the Speech was delivered, fome. of the Commiffioners for Indian 
Affairs, and other .Perfons prefent at the Delivery, who underftood both 
Languages, acknowledged, that this Indian had acquitted himfelf of his Truft 
faithfully, and had delivered the Senfe of the Speech clearly and diftindly. 

While thefe laft Preparations were making, his Excellency was taken ill of 
a Fever, which occafioned fome further Delay.; and as his Excellency did 
not recover fo foon as was wifhed, the Sachems were told, that. his 
Excellency being unwilling to detain them without Neceffity, would, if 
they defired it, direct Mr, Colden to fpeak to them in his Name, what he 
defigned to fay. They an{wered, that they would be well pleafed to hear 
it from Mr.. Colden’s Mouth. 


At ALBANY the Twenty Ninth of Auguft, 1746. 
PRO EyS BNeT; 
CADWALLADER Co.pen, ) Efqrs: Of his Majefty’s 
The Honourable { Purnie Luvineston,. Council for the Province 
|. Joun RUTHERFORD, of New-York. 


The Commiffionérs from the Government of the Maffachufets-Bay. 
The Commiffioners of the Province of New-York for Indian Affairs. 
The Mayor and Corporation of Albany. The Officers of the Independent 


Companies, and of the new Levies then at Albany, Several Gentlemen 
of the Province of New-York «And Strangers. 


Mr. Coldenintroduced the Speech as follows : 


IS Excellency our Governor having been taken ill, and as yet not fo well 
recovered as that he can fafely come abroad ; has ordered me (being 

the next Perfon to him inthe Adminiftration) to {peak to you in his Name, 
which I fhall do in the fame Words which he defigned to have {poke, had he 
not been prevented by Sicknefs. C Brethren, 
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Brethren, 

] AM glad fo fee fo many of our ancient Friends here, and heartily bid 
- you Wellcome. [Gave three Strings of Wampum.| 
«¢ [ have call’d you to this Place for two great Ends ; in which the Province 
of the Maffachufets-Bay have {ent Commiflioners to concur with me; who 
are here prefent. 

«© The Firft is, to renew the Covenant Chain with you ; and I now by 
this Belt, in your Father theKing of Great-Britain’s Name, in Behalf of 
his Majefty’s Subjects in Nortb-America, renew and confirm the Covenant 
Chain, and all former Treaties and Engagements entered into with you. 
This Chain has from the Beginning, remained fo frm and ftrong, that it 
has never once broke or flipt fince it was firft made ; and we, on our Parts, 
(hall endeavour that it remain fo, unfhaken, as long as the Sun and Moon 
hall endure. [Gave a Belt.] 

« Brethren, Latt Fall I told you, that his Majefty’s Subjects in this Country 
had, the Summer before, lain (till, without attempting any thing againit 
the French Settlements: But that the French had by Surprize, attacked 
and deftroyed a {mall Place near Cape-Breton, belonging to us. 
«© That they afterwards laid Siege to Annapolis-Royal, and were beat off. 
«J likewife told you, That the Governor of the Maffachufets-Bay, in 
Conjunction with Connecticut and New-Hamp/fbire ; had, in Revenge to 
thefe Injuries, fent an Army againft Louifburg, on the Ifland of Cape- Breton; 


‘ that the Army was joined by a Number of his Majefty’s Ships of War, under 


the Command of your Friend Admiral Warren. 

« J told you, that the Town of Louifburg, which is the Strongeft the 
French have in America, was reduced by this Force ; and that the French 
there, had furrendered themfelves and their Country to the Engli/h. 


«© Tlikewife told you, how we in this Part of the Country, had lain fill ; 
hoping that the French in Canada, would either be quiet, or carry on 


- the War in a manly Manner, and after the Manner of Chriftians. And 


to induce them thereto, a Meffage had been fent from this Place to the 


“Governor of Ganada, to tell him, That .if he fhould revive the inhuman 


Cuftom of murdering private People, by fculking Indians, that the feveral 
Governors of his Majefty’s Colonies, together with you our Brethren of 


the. Six Nations, would join and make Reprifals on them in the like 
- Manner ; at which time you publickly declared, that if any of his Majefty’s 


Subjects, in any Part of his Governments, fhould be killed by any Indians ; 
you would immediately join in the War againft them, and the French. 
<* And laft Fall, when I delivered the Hatchet into your Hands, you told 
me, and confirm’d it with a Belt, That you would fend fome of your People 
(who were then ready) to Canada, to demand Satisfaétion ; and that if 
Satisfaction was refufed, you would ufe the Hatchet againft them, whenever 
I thould order it. 
«¢ And you further promifed, That if the Enemy fhould commit any 
farther Hoftilities, you would then (upon my Commands) immediately 
make Ufe of the Hatchet. 
<< Tneed not tell you, how far the French have been from giving Satisfaction ; 
on the Contrary, you are well acquainted with the cruel and barbarous 
Murders that have been. committed, fince that Time, by the French 
Indians at Saraghtoga, and in the Neighbourhoods ‘of this Place, and 
on. the Frontiers of New-England ; as you have not hitherto fulfilled your 
; «* Promifes, 
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Promifes, I fufpect that they did not come from your Hearts: I therefore, 
by this Belt, demand an immediate Performance of your Promifes, to thew 
that they come from the Bottom of your Hearts ; as all the Promifes I 
make come from mine, and ever thall. [Gave a Belt.] 


“* Brethren, Inow come to the Second and principal Defign of our prefent 
Meeting, in which I hope and expect to find you hearty, and united in 
your Councils and Opinions. [Gave a Belt.] 


‘* The King your Father, having been informed of the unmanly Murders 
committed on the Frontiers of New-England, and of this Province ; is 
refolved to fubdue the Country of Canada, and thereby put an End to all 
the mifchievous Defigns of the French in thefe Parts. And for this Purpofe, 
he has ordered his Governors of Virginia, Maryland, Pennfylvania, and 
New-‘Ferfey, to join their Forces to the Forces of this Province, to attack 
Canada by Land: They are all now upon their March, and you will foon 
fee them here. 

“« At the fame Time the Forces of the Maffachufets-Bay, Conneéticut, 
Rhode-Ifland, and New-Hampfbire, are to go in Ships to Cape-Breton, and 
there join with his Majefty’s Ships of War, and a great Army of experienc’d 


. Soldiers from Great- Britain. 


‘« Many Ships of War are already arrived there, and fome Thoufand of 
Soldiers ; many more Ships and Soldiers are following; and I expect every 
Hour to hear of their Arrival; after which the Attack upon Canada will 
be made an all Sides, both by Sea and Land. 


«© You may perceive the King has ordered a Strength fufficient to fubdue 
Canada ; but at the fame Time, the King your Father expeéts and orders 
you his Children, to join with your whole Force in this Enterprize ; and 


« thereby gives the Szx Nations a glorious’ Opportunity of eftablithing their 
Fame and Renown over all the Indian Nations in America, in the Conquett 


of your inveterate Enemies the French; who, however they may diffemble 
and profefs. Friendfhip, can never forget the Slaughter which your Fathers 
made of them; and for that Purpofe, carefs thofe Nations who have 
always been your inveterate Enemies, and who defire nothing fo much as 
to fee the Name of the Szx Natzons become obliterate; and forgot for ever. 
‘ [Gave a Belt.] 
“« Brethren, ‘The French, on all Occafions, thew, that they act againft 
your Brethren, the Engli/h, like Men that know they dare not look them in 
the Face in Day-Light;: and therefore, like Thieves, fteal upon poor 
People, who do not expect them in the Night, and confequently are not 
prepared forthem : Your Brethren in their Revenge, have acted like Men 
of Courage ; they do,not attack poor Farmers at their Labour, but boldly 
attempted the Reduction of Louzfburg, the ftrongeft Town the French 


had in America; in the Fortifying of which they had fpent above Twenty, 


Years: It was furrounded with ftrong Walls and Forts, in which they 
had planted their largeft Cannon in every Place, where they thought the 
Engiifh could,come near them; notwithftanding of all thefe Precautions 
and Advantages, they were forced to fubmit to the Exg/z/h Valour. 


** You muft have heard from your Fathers, and I doubt not feveral of 


your old Men ftill remember, what the French did at: Onondaga ; how 
they furprized your Country-Men at. Cadarackui ; how they invaded the 
Senekas, and what Mifchiefs they did to the Mohawks; how many of 

“© your 
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«« your Country-Men fuffered by the Fire at Montreal. Beforé they entered 


€ 


n 


upon thefe cruel and mifchievous Defigns, they fent Priefts among you to 
delude you, and lull you a Sleep, while they were preparing to knock you 
inthe Head ; and I hear they are attempting to do the fame now. 

caer =F Sle [Gave a Belt.] 
«© Tneed not put you in Mind what Revenge your Fathers took for thefe 
Injuries, when they put all the Ifland of Montreal, and a great Part of 
Canada, to Fire and Sword ; can you think that the French forget this ? 
No, they have the Ax privately in their Hands againft you, and ufe thefe 
deceitful Arts, by which only they have been able to gain Advantage over 
you, that by your trufting to them, they may at fome time or other, at one 
«© Blow, remove from the Face of the Earth, the Remembrance of a People 
‘© that have fo often put them to Shame and Flight. | 
‘« Tf your Fathers could now rife out of their Graves, how would their 
Hearts leap with Joy to fee this Day ; when fo glorious an Opportunity is 
put into their Hands to revenge all the Injuries their Country has received 
from the French, and be never more expofed to their Treachery and 
Deceit. I make no doubt you are the true Sons of fuch renowned and 
brave Anceftors, animated with the fame Spirit for your Country’s Glory, 
and in Revenge of the Injuries your Fathers received, uncapable of being 
deluded by the flattering Speeches of them, who always have been, and 
always muft be, in their Hearts, your Enemies, and who defire nothing 
more, than the Deftruction of your Nations. 2 
‘« I therefore invite you, Brethren, by this Belt, to join with us, and to 
fhare with us, in the Honour of the Conqueft of our, and your deceitful 
Enemies ; and that you not only join all the Force of the Sz Natons with 
us, but likewife invite all the Nations depending on you, to take a Share 
in this glorious Enterprize: And I will furnifh your fighting Men with 
Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, Provifions, and every Thing neceffary for 
é the War ; and in their Abfence, take Care of their Wives and Children. 

[Gave the War Belt.) 

«© Brethren, You have feen how daring and infulting on you, as well as us, 
the French Indians have been, in cruelly murdering feveral of our People 
fince you have come to this Place ; and therefore, for the many Reafons 
now laid before you, I make no doubt but your Anfwer will clearly 
manifeft your Duty to the King your Father, and your Love to your 
Brethren ; and by this Belt I do affure you, that our Intent is, to live and 
«© die together. [Gave a Belt of Friend/hip.] 
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At every Stop where a Belt was given, one of the Sachems call’d out Yo-bay, 
to which all the reft anfwered in a Sound which cannot be expreffed in our 
Letters, but feem’d to confift of two Words remarkably diftinguifhed in 
the Cadence ; it fem’d to this purpofe, Do you bear? the Sachem calls : 
The Anfwer is, We attend and remember, or underftand ; or it isa Kin 
of Applaudit our Interpreters could not explain. And at the Clofe of the 
Speech, one Sachem of each Nation calls out feverally the Y0-hay, to which 
the others of the fame Nation anfwer feverally : But when the War-Belt was 
thrown down; they gave the War-Shout. We expected but Six of thefe 
Applaudits, according to the Number of the Six Nations, but eight were 
diftin@lly delivered, by which we underftood fome other Nations were united 
with them on this Occafion: es 

After 
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After the Speech was delivered, the Sachems of the feveral Nations had 
Conferences together ; and fome time being fpent in deliberating, they 
acquainted his Excellency, ‘ That they had agreed upon their An{wer, which 
‘ they were ready to give whenever he would appoint a Time to receive it ;’ 
and he named the next Day. 


Accordingly on the 23d of Augujt, His ExceLLency being prefent; the 
Gentlemen of the Council ; the Commiflioners from Boffon; the Com- 
miffioners for Indian Affairs ; the Corporation of Albany; and many 
Gentlemen, as at the Time when his Excellency’s Speech was delivered, 


An Onondaga Sachem, who had formerly been Speaker for the S7x Nations 
on feveral Publick Occafions, rofe up and {poke : What he faid was publickly 
interpreted, in the Hearing of feveral who underftood the Indian Language 
well, as follows : 


Brethren of New-York, and of the Maffachufets-Bay, 


vy E the Six Nations are now affembled together as one Man, and we take 

in the Mefiefagnes for the Seventh Nation; and what 1s now to be [poken 
by one Mouth, are the joint and fincere Thoughts of every Heart. 

We are pleas d that you follow the Steps of our Fore-Fathers, in wiping off 
the forrowful Tears from our Eyes, by which the Stoppage of our Throats are 
opened, and the bloody Bed wafh'd clean. [Gave three Strings of Wampum. ] 

Brethren, The firff Time we met together, we only faluted each other by 
peaking of Hands ; we afterwards made a Covenant Chain of Silver, which 
we mutually have held faft to this Day ; should it now flip from either o our 
Hands, it would prove Deftruction to both Sides, fince our Enemies have drawn 
the Sword. [Gave a Belt.] 

*~ Brother of New-York ; Laff Year you gave us the Hatchet to be made Uje 

of. againft your Enemies, (the French, which we accepted) and promifed to 

make ufeof it if they fhould commit any farther Hoftilities upon the Englith, 
which they have now done by deftroying Saraghtoga, and shedding a great deal 
of Blood: Hitherto we have made no ufe of the Hatchet ; but as you now call 
upon us, we are ready, and do declare from the Bottom of our Hearts, that 
we will from this Day, make ufe of tt againft the-French, and their Children, 

(meaning their Indians.) alt 1 br 

_| LN. Be The Queftion was afked them by his Excellency, Whether by the 
Words their Children, they meant all the Jzdzans in Alliance with the 
Frenéh ? to which they anfwered, Y¢s.] ria : 

- (At the End of the foregoing Paragraph, the Speaker threw down a 
War-Belt of Wampum on the Ground, it being the Indian Cuftom to 
deliver War-Beélts, or make Declaration of War in this*Manner: This 
he did with a remarkable Shew of Indignation, intending thereby to 
exprefsitheir Refentment againft the French and their Allies, and their 
Zeal for the Engh /h.] | dad [Gave a Belt.] 

Brother of “New-York ; According to your Exbortatton in your Speech to 
us, we are firmly united together from this Time, to at as having one Heart; 
the Meffefagues aki fame Manner joined and united with us, likewife 


the Southern Nations bordering upon us; and we bope that you, and the other 
wD ais Governors, 
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oherwors on IRE Continent) will be in the fame Manner joined and united 
Roget her. [Gave a Bek. ] 
[Fhey repeated ovef his Excellency’s Speech in Relation to the Conqueft 
of Cape-Bréton ; and added, We hope that our Fleet and Army will be 
alfo Victorious en the prefent Expedition againft Canada; for the F renclr 
are 4 mi[chievous People. [Gave a Belt.| 
As to your Sufpicions of our admitting French Priefts among us, they are 
become | groundle|s, fince we have now declared War againft them: The 
kdinitting of Priejis, would only tend to Jull us afleep to our Deftruction ; 
foould any now dare to come, we know no Uje for them but to roaft them. The 
Thoughts of the Treatment. we formerly received from the French, thro’ the 
Means of their Priefts, and which you now feafonably have brought to our 
Remembrance, makes our Blood to boil. 

Brother of New-York ; This 1s the Jecond Time you have put the Hatchet 
into our Hands, which we accept, and are ready to go upon Service. You may 
fee that we have but a Handful of fighting Men bere at prefent ; however, 
fome of them from each. Nation fhali be left bebind us to. follow your Orders. 

When we return to our refpective Cafiles, we fhall fend down a great Number 
of our Warriors, and of thofe of the Nations in Alliance with us, as foon as 
pofible. seni 
“This we affiire Jou of from the Truth and Sincerity of our Hearts; and 
wwe receive, and fhall preferve this large Belt, [holding it up at the fameTime]} 


Vv 


which you have now given us, asa War- Hatchet. 


. Brethren, ‘This is the Belt of Union with which we are to go Hand in Hand 
to the Gate of our Enemies, and by it we declare our Intention to conquer or 
dye in the Common Cau/e. « 

There is a Nation call'd the Meflefagues, whofe Delegates are here prefent: 
They -confift of five Cafiles, containing Eight Hundred Men, who are all 
Hetermined and ‘do agree to join us, in this Common Caufe, againft our Enemies 
yhe French, and their Indians ; and we hope you, and the Commiffioners from 
Botion, will ve them tn fuch a Manner that they will go home content and 
Yatisfied. » oO TGave a Belt of Union, in which the Figures of feveral Perfons 
wis © S Join’d’ Haid in Hand, was wrought. 


ovThEe Perfor who interpreted, returned the 20-bay at the End. of every 
Paragiaph , and having done the {ame at the time they declared War, it 
pécafion’d Latighter among them; upon which, obferving his Miftake, he 
began the War-Shout; in which all the Indzans joined. 

‘The Meffefagues are a Nation of Indzans living near the Place called 
De. Trott, by the. French, and: fituate between Lake Erie and the Huron 
_ After the Speaker had _finifhed, his Excellency told them by the Interpreter, 
that the King their Father had ordered him: to make them a Prefent on this 
Oceafion ; and that the Government of 1% irginia had on the fame Occafion 
fent thenra Prefent, ‘The Commiffioners from Boffon at the fame time told 
them, that they hada Prefent from their Government; and as they were foon 
to return Home, defired the Six Nations to come to their Lodgings to receive 


it; (on which the Indians defired his Excellency to. delay his Prefent to next 
BA SESSA LA Qi GWAVA th 8 kk gai . ; . - a ; 
Day,. and they _ immediately went to receive their Prefents from the 


Commiffioners of the Maffachufets-Bay. 


The 
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Thé next Day, the Prefeitts from the King being expofed on one Part, and 
thofe from Virginia feparately near them , it was agreed by the People of 
Albany, who had feen many publick Prefents given to the Six Nations on 
Tréatie’ with them, that this was the moft Valuable ever given, His 
Excellency on the givittg the Prefents, faid ; 

Brethren, 

te ¥ OF here fee a Token of the Regatd the King your Father has for you; 

“ and there is a. Token of the Friendthip of the Government of 
“7 Virginia : Baton this Occafion I cannot forbear taking Notice to you, 

‘< that fome of your People being at Canada, when the News of the Reduétion 

‘¢ of Cape-Breton came there, and when the. French expected that Quebec, 
*© would be immediately attacked in Confequence of it ; feveral of them 

*¢ joined with the French, and promifed them Affiftance. _ This occafion’d 

« ‘fome Uneafinés to your Brethren, being contrary to the Faith of your 

«¢ Nations, 2s well as to your Brethren’s Expectations ; however, you may 

“< now, by performing the Promifes you Yefterday made in the moft folemn 

« Manneér, remove all Sufpicions; and for ever fecure the Friendthip of your 

“ Bréthréti, which hitherto has from the Beginning, remain’d unviolated 

«on their Parts. ‘The Goods now before you, ate Prefents to the Saxe 
“© Nations; and, as we have received the Mefefagues into the Covenant 

** between you and us, T expect that they fhall thare with you. Befides thefe 

*« general Prefents now made to your Nations, I have prepared proper 

“ Cloathing for your War-Captains, and the Warriors who. thall go under 

*e their Command ; together with Arms, Ammunition and Provifions, which 

« fhall be délivéred to the feveral Parties at the Time they thall go out on 

as Gey vied” Pf | . 

Whit his Excellency faid having béén interpreted by a Mohawk Sachem, 
the Sachem added of his cwn Head, You now jee how you are here treated, 
really like Brethren, the Governor of Canada does not treat bis Indians fo; 
they aré fet on Inke bis Dogs, and they run on without Thought or Confideration = 
You fee what a noble Prefent is made to you; if the Governor of Canada foould. 
feize all the Goods in that Country, it would not be in bis Power Lo make fuch 
& Prefent. | pty ae | | 

‘hé Onondaga Sachein, Speaker of the Six Nations, immediately replied, 
Brethren of New-York, New-England, and Virginia; 
A? E heard, and objerve well, what you now and formerly [poke to us 5 dnd 
we beg no mention may hereafter be made of what paffed laff Fall, fince 
we are now heartily enter'd into the War with you, and have promifed as many 
izhting, Men from each Caftle as can be fpared ; and likewife to engage as great 
Numbers of every Nation in Alliance with us, as wecan, to join immediately 
with us in the War againjt the French, and the Nations who adbere to them. 

Brethren. of New-York, New-England, aid Virginia, | 

You muft not fufpect that tt proceeds from any Backwardnefs in us, that a 
greater Nuutber of our People do not atithis Inftant join with you' 3 the Reafon 
45, our Caftles have but few sighting Men in them, many are now abroad, fome 
bunting and trading with far diftant Nations, and others out fighting. againft 
our Enemies 3 all thefe we fhall recall-home'as foon as pofible, in order t6 enter 
with all our Force, into the War againft your and our common Enemy. 

Brother, We have no more to fay at this Time, but only to tell you, we are 
Jorry that we can fo little foew our Hearts by the Prefents we now as 3 our 
| unting 
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hunting has been fa very poor, that we cannot make you Prefents fuitable te 
our Inclinations. 

The Mohawks added feparately : We have been employed all Summer in your 
Service as Out-/couts, to gain Intelligence, or in fome Manner or other, and 
thereby kept from bunting : We have noFurrs to offer you, but we here prejent 
our Perfons, to ferve you wherever you fhall command. 





That Day was {pent in dividing the Prefents among themfelves. We were 


} told, That thefe Prefents were divided into eight equal Parts, of which they 

| gave two to the Me/ffefague Deputies. 

\ The next Day the War-Kettle was fet over the Fire, and towards Evening 
| the Indians in his Excellency’s Prefence, where many Gentlemen attended 
it him, began the War-Dance, and continued it till late in the Night: They 


were painted as when they go to War. The Dance isa flow and folemn. 
Motion, accompanied with a pathetick Song. The Indians in their Turns 
perform this fingly ; but it is not eaty to defcribe the Particularities of it. 
His Excellency call’d feveral of the chief Sachems who had been ufeful in 
the Treaty, to him in private, and gave them Prefents feverally ; neither did 
he forget the Meffelague Deputies: He had a particular Conference with one 
of them in private, the other was fick of the Small-Pox. At this Conference 
this Deputy affur’d his Excellency of the good Inclinations of his Nation to 
the Englifh, and their Averfion to the French ; he faid, ‘ That many of the 
© Nations to the Weftward of them, difliked the French; and as an Inftance 
4) of it, he told, ‘ That the French lately having preffed a neighbouring Nation 
i © to take up the Hatchet againft the Engli/h, they received it ; but made Ufe 
! ¢ of it againft the French themfelves, and kill’d all the French then with 
h\ « them, being Sixty in Number, with the Lofs of only one Man of their 
P| ‘6wn Nation.’ His Excellency made him handfom Prefents, and gave 
him a Belt to carry to his Nation, with an Invitation to join in the War 
againft the French ; the Meffefague received them with a Profeffion of the 
moft fincere and hearty Friendfhip, and that he made no doubt of bringing 
two, three, or four Hundred Men of his Nation to ferve this Fall againft the 
French. We added, ‘ That he and feveral of his Relations would immediately 
‘ < yfe their beft Endeavours. with feveral. other Nations to the Weftward of 
| < them, who were numerous, to join aguinft the French ; in which, he /aid, 
| ‘ he had great Hopes of Succefs, becaufe they were diffatisfied with the 
it ¢ French. AS 
; His Excellency took all poffible Care of the Sick Meffefague, had him 
| brought info a Houfe, and ordered him to be attended by two Phyficians ; 
but the poor Man had the Misfortune to dye, after he had been above a 





Fortnight ill. When he found himfelf near his End, he fent to the Governor, 
to defire him as his laft Requeft, that his Excellency would fend the firft 
| French Scalp that fhould be taken, to his Mother; and when he was told 
‘ that his Excellency had promifed it, he fhew’d a Contentednefs and 

Refignation to Death. This Misfortune was increafed by the Death of the 

other Meffefague Deputy likewife, who was taken ill in his Way home, and 

died, The Six Nations took Care of their Wives and Children, who had 
come with them ; and it was not doubted but that they, and all the Prefents 
given them, would be fafely conveyed to their own Homes. 


Having 
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Having fo far.given an Account of what pafied with the Six Nations, it 


may be proper next to relate the Treaty with the Mebitanders or River Indians 
vwtz. The feveral Tribes of Indians living at feveral Places on each Side. oe 
Hudjon’s River. a 

On his Excellency’s Arrival at Albany, having found that there had. beech 
a Neglect in fending for the E/opus and Miniffink Indians, he fent Orders. for 
them to be invited. ‘The. Mehikanders being conveened the 217, His 


Excellency directed Mr. Co/den to {peak to them in his Name and Words; - 


which Mr. Co/den did; the.other Gentlemen of the Council; the Commifiionere 
from Bo/lon; the Committioners for Indian Affairs, and feveral other Gentlemen 
being prefent ; in the Words following ; 2 


Children, Ae Pe fe, 
*<'y AM glad to meet you at this Time, as do likewife the Commiffioners 
« & fom the Maffachufets-Bay, who are now come hither to ¢oncut with 
*« me upon the prefent Occafion ; and I take this Opportunity to renew the 
©¢ ancient Covenant Chain with you, in Behalf of this and all’ his Majefty’s 
*< Governments in America, which you know has always been kept bright 
“and clean, without any of the leaft Stain or Rut ; and which by this Belt 
I ftrengthen. © ) [Gave a Belt.] 

“* Children, My meeting you here, befides renewing the Covenant Chain, 
is with Intention that you fhould join your Force with ours, by taking up 
the Hatchet againft our and your common Enemies the French, and their 
Indians ; who have in a very unmanly Manner, by fculking Parties, 
murdei’d, in cold Blood, many of your Brethrén:in this and the Province 
of the Maffachufets-Bay. ee a 
‘« “This Behaviour lays us under a Neceffity of mking Reprifals on them in 
like Manner, in which I make no doubt of your Affiftance ; and we are 
** refolved to take a thorough Revenge of our and your perpetual Enemies, 
“* by reducing the Country of Canada, that it may not be in the Power of 
thefe perfidious, deceitful and cruel People, to do you or us any Injury for 
the future: For which Purpofe all the neighbouring Colonies, together 
with many Ships of War and Soldiers from Great-Britain, are refolved to 
unite their Force, and to attack Canada in all'Parts, both by Sea and Land ; 
and I make no doubt, you will on this Occafion fhew your felves dutiful 
Children, in joining heartily with us and the Six Nations, in this glorious 
“* Enterprize ; by which you will not only gain Honour and Renown, but 
** alfo Safety and Profperity to your Selves, your Wives, and Children forever 
afterwards: And for which End I will furnith your fighting Men with 
** Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, Provifions, and every Thing neceflary 
‘ for the War. [Gave a War-Belt.] 


On the 26th they gave their Anfwer, which was interpreted in the 
following Words; (The fame Perfons being Prefent that were when the 
Governor’s Speech was delivered to them.) ee 

Father, | A 
WW E are glad to fee you; and we are come to renew the Covenant Chain, 
and make it faft and bright as ever, and free from Ruf? ; and asa 
Token thereof we give you this Belt. [Gave a Belt.]  . 
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Father, You have told us what Mifchief the French have done, and what 
Murders upon the Chriftians they have committed ; therefore we declare from 
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bur Hearts, and not from our Lips only, that as you have ordered us to Jed the 
Enemies Blood in Return for what they have done, we are refolved to live and 
die with you in the Common Caufe. rs: aa 
Pt When you Chriftians are at War, you make Peace with one another ; but it 
[ & is not fo with'us ; therefore we depend upon you to takeCare of us ; in Confidence 
of which, we now take up the Hatchet, and will make Ufe of it againft the 

French, ‘and their Indians. | on [Gave'a Belt witha Hatchet.} — 





i - After theit “Atifwer they began the: War-Dance, and his Excellency ordered 
\ a confiderable Prefent in‘ Goods to be publickly given them, None of thefe 
are fufpected to be under French Influence. | 


) As there was no Advice of the Arrival of the Fleet, and no Plan of 
Operations agreed on inCafe the Fleet did not arrive, the Supporting of about 
it Seven Hundred Indians was a great Expence to his Excellency, for which 
ae he had no. Allowance from the Province of New-York ; or for any other 
Charge attending this Treaty : And as many of the Indians, (above Twenty) 
had got the, Small-Pox, it being impracticable to. prevent their going into 
‘Town, or converfing with the ‘Town's People, and the Indians becoming 
uneafy by reafon of the Sicknefs of many, and Death of fome ; his Excellency 
thought it moft prudent to difmifs them as ‘foon as poflible from this Place, 
and to give Orders to Mr, ‘fobnjon, to fend out feveral Parties from Schenectade, 
or bis own Settlement near the lower Mohawk Caftle, to harafs the French 
Settlements in Canada ; and for that Purpofe delivered to him Cloathing, 
‘Arms. and Ammunition, to. be given to the fighting Men, as his Excellency 
had promifed them whenever they entered on Service, and impowered 
him to furnifh. them with Provifions and whatever Neceffaries they fhould 
want. 
7 Before they went, hisExcellency fent to them, to defire them to leave their 
Sick, with a Promife to take all Care poflible of them ; and that he would 
order Phyficians to attend them. They were very fenfible of this Kindnefs, 
and acknowledged it; but not above two or three could be prevailed to 
ftay, who were fo ill that they could not be removed: All poflible Care was 
taken of the other Sick, in the Waggons which carried them to Schenectade. 


On the 26th of September the Capts. Staats and Vromen brought the 
Indians living on the Branches of the Sufquebannab River ; they came in the 
Indian Order, marching in a fingle Line one after the other, and as they 
paffed the Fort, faluted by a running Fire along the Line ; which Salute the 
| Governor ordered to be returned by a Difcharge of fome Cannon from the 
| Fort. : aid . 

On Monday the 84h of the fame Month his Excellency fpoke to them, 
\ telling them the Subftance of what he had ordered to be faid to the S7x Nations, 
and their Anfwer; and as this has been fet forth at Length before, it is needlefs 
to repeat what was then faid. ‘The Reafon of his Excellency’s {peaking to 
them in this Manner, was, becaufe thefe Nations living on the Su/quehannab 

River and its Branches, are known to be Dependents on the Szx Natzons. 
The next Day they gave their An{fwer ; the Gentlemen of the Council; 
the Commiffioners for Indian Affairs; the Corporation of Albany ; the Officers 
of the four Independent Companies ; and feveral Officers of the new Levies, 
“and other. Gentlemen being prefent, as they were when his Excellency {poke 

“to the Indians: Their Anfwer was publickly interpreted as follows; — 
- Brother 





t 












I 
Brother of New-York, af : 
ui E live at Ohguago-; what News you fend to the Six Nations 1s not truly 
reported tous, nor what the Governor of Canada fends to them ; we have 
not been properly taken Notice of, nor timely atqudtnted with your Defign’ to 

‘treat with the Six Nations, ¢7/l near the Time that your Interview with them 

‘Avas over; otberwife we fhould have réadily come along with them, to hear what 

our Brother bad to propofe to us; and if we had received eather Notice, a 

inuch larger Number of our fighting Men sould have come along with us: Our 

Settlements are foattering, and fome of them at a great Diftance from others, 

‘and many of 6ur Men are from Home a bunting ; ‘we have, however fent the 

Belt of Invitation forward to thofe who live at a greater Diftance, that they 

“may be able at the Time appointed to come and join usin the War, as by your 
Belt we were defired.’’ yoao7 stow NaN vtG. nodW 
Brother, You Yefterday inform'd us of what you'had fatd to the Six Nations, 
‘and their’ Anfwer ; we are grieved that the Six Nations have not already made 
‘ufe of the’ Hatchet, but have hitherto kept it by them, and bave not fent out 
their young Men to revenge the Murders which have been committed by the Eneniy. 
We are refalued to make ufe of the Hatchet againft the French, to revenge 
the Injuries done to you and your People; our Brethrens 4 
We have received at Times very different Kind of News.from the Six Nations, 
sometimes it feem’d as if the French would be Mafters ; but tt’ cannot be fo, they 
are a deceitful People, and cannot be trufted 5 they ‘make fair ‘Promifes, and 
“have no Intention to perform them, they flatter théemfelves with Hopes to be 
Mafters, but they. foall be difappointed , for we foall keep thé Hatchet firmly 
jn our Hands, and are refolved to’ make Uje of tt. : 
We know feveral Roads that lead to Canada ; we want to fee the Hatchet 
that we may take it up. 

Upon which his Excellency threw down a Hanger ; which the Speaker 
took up and began the War-Dance, and feveral others danced the fame after 
him. | ' ' 

~~ After which they defired his Excellency to take Care of theni, as he had 

promiled. . ars j rN 
His Excellency returned them "Thanks for their fo readily taking up the 
Hatchet ; he faid, that he would prefently fet the War-Kettle over the Fire, 
and provide them with every Thing neceffary for the War. — His Excellency 
gave them a handfome Prefent in Publick for their Nations in general, and 
"private Prefents to their principal Sachems ; one of which promifed, that after 
his returnHome, he would go round all the Zndzan Settlements, to invite them ; 
“gnto the War againft the French, and their Indians ; and that he did not doubt 
to. be able to bring Six Hundred Men from the Indian Settlements on the 
Sufquehannab River and its Branches, to march at any Time and to any Place 
hisExcellency fhall appoint,in order to join theForces intended againitCanada ; 
in the mean Time they would caufe a Party of their Men to go out with 
his Men to {cour the Woods, and clear them of the French fculking Indians. 
About this Time a Serjeant of Capt. Living fion’s Company was furprized 
and kill’d by a fculking Party of French Indianst In a few Minutes after the 
Account of this came to his Excellency, who happened to be Dining at 
that Time in Capt. Wrexall’s Tent, fourteen of the Su/guebannab Indians 
were obferv’d running paft the Tent, in order to crofs the River, and meet 
the French Indians ; which his Excellency obferving, and being apprehenfive 
that they might meet with fome of the Parties of the new Levies that were 
ia gone 
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gone out forthe fame Purpofe, and that ‘they might be in Danger of beiag 
attacked through Miftake ; he.afk’d ifany of the Guard which then attended, 
would voluntarily go along with the Indians? Two Men oftered. themfelves, 
who went with one who underftood the Indian Language, in order to 
prevent Miftakes. Happy it was that this Precaution. was taken; for Capt. 
Fanning with a great Part of his Company, having gone out with the fame 
Intention of intercepting the French Indians, he difcoyered this Party of our 
Indians, and taking them. to be French Indians, he kept his Men under the 
Cover of fome Bufhes, with their Arms. ready to fire, expecting the nearer 
Approach of the Indians; when one of the Chriftians, who were with them, 
obferving Capt. Fanning’s Men, call’d out, and.came up to Capt. Fanning 
when his Men were ready to fire. None of the Parties that went out were 
able to difcover any of the Enemy. 

His Excellency afterwards fent out fixteen of thefe Indians, and cloathed 
them for that Purpofe, together with about fixty Men detached from the 
Companies levied in the County of Albany, in order to fcour the Woods, and 
to advance as far as the Lakes to gain Intelligence, by taking Prifoners or 
otherwife. While this Party:was out, fome of the Indzans tell fick, and the 
others being apprehenfive of the fame Misforiune, they return’d, after having 
been but a few Days in the Woods. His Excellency then perceiving the 
Uneafinefs the Indzans were under from the Apprehenfions of Sicknefs, found 
it neceflary to difmifs them all, on their. Promife to return, whenever his 
Exceliency fhall order, with all the Force they hall be able to colle@; and 
which, they faid, as before obferved, might amount to Six Hundred Men. 
The Number of Jndzans that came at this Time from the Su/quehannab River, 
confifted only of about Sixty fighting Men, befides old Men, Women and 
Children; More had come near to Albany, but having there heard of the 
Small-Pox and Sicknefs that was at A/bany, and that many of the Six Nations 
had catched the Infection, and feveral of them dead, they returned back. 

After the Szx Natzons left Albany, many of them were taken fick on their 
Way home, before they reached the Mohawk Caftles, anda confiderable 
Number of the brifkeft young Men of the Mohawks, died. This retarded 


the Execution of the Order given to Mr. ‘fohnfon, to fend out Parties to 


harafs the French Settlements in Cazada, tho’ he ufed all the Means in his 
Power to effect it. While he was prefling them to this Purpofe, one of the 
Sachems who had promifed to head a Party from the Canajobary Caftle, faid, 
You feem to think that we are Brutes, that we have no Senje of the Lofs of our 


- dearefi Relations, and fome of them the brave/t Men we had in our Nation: 


You mujt allow us Time to bewatl our Misfortune. 

About ten Days before his Excellency left Albany, a Party of upwards of 
Seventy Men, confifting of fome of each Nation, went again{ft Canada: Some 
Chriftians were of the Party to affift and dire@t, and to be Witneffefs of the 
Behaviour of the Indians, They were to avoid all the Lakes, and the ufual 
Roads and Paffes to Canada,and were to go through the Woods over Mountains, 
that are feldom paffed, to prevent the Enemies difcovering of them : But 
after thefe had been out, Capt. Butler’s Son, to whom the chief Direétion of 
this Party was committed, was taken ill of the Small-Pox, and five of the 
Indians were obliged to return to carry him Home. Another fmall Party 
was fent out to take Prifoners and gain Intelligence at Crown-Point. At the 
Writing of this it is not known what Succefs they have had, 
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When the 7x Nations had come as far as the Lower Mohawh Cattle, in 
their return Home, they were met by about fix Men of their own Nations, 
‘who delivered a Meffage from Canada, which ‘had been brought by. the 

Indian who'was taken by the French at Crown Point and ‘carried to Canada, 

The Meffage-was interpreted in the following Words: ‘© The Governor of 
se sCanada had called the Cahniiaga Indians to him, and then complain’d to 
© them, that’ fome*of ‘the Six Nations, his Children, had kill’d fome of his 
People # You all know, he fazd, that Tam pot haifty or paffionate, but 

‘< swill rather, bear'a’ great Deal than’ thew Refentment ; wherefore I ani 
«« refolved to pafs this over; but in the mean Time I mutt defire you to go 

‘among the S7x Nations, to find out the Reafon of this Proceeding, and 

to tellithem, that if any Thing like it happen again, I will make them 
fart’: You may, neverthelefs, affure my Children (a} Of the Six Nations, 
that I love and efteem them equally with the Cahnuagas or Shawendadies, 

(3) being of the fame Blood. And to convince them of miy Love, I now . 
tend back to them one ‘of their People that was taken at Crown Point, 
/ without eating his Flefh. . And ‘now, Czhauagas, myChildren, I would not 

have you {pill any more Blood from Albany, upwards; for I begin to pity 

their) Weaknefs ; ‘but ‘turn your Arms towards New- England, again{t your 
““1moft inveterate Enemies,’ there is thé Place for you to gain Honour now.” 
1. The Cabnuagas gave the following Anfwer to the Governor of Canada: 
Father, You are in theWrong, to defiré us to go' dinong the Six Nations Sor 
Inéelligence; or with Menaces ; for fuch will only ftir them up, and bring thent 
and all their Alhes (who are very numerous) upon you, to deftroy you at once. 
We know they are not to bé' bullied by your Words or ours ; wherefore, Father, 
we muft leave you to gothrough this Work by yourfelf. . ‘: 
». After having, as above, related what had paffed Between them and the 
Governor of Canada; they fent the’ following Meflage from themifelves : 

« Brethren of the Six Nations, * We hear the Governor of New-York has 
‘invited: you to meet him ; we intreat you not to mind any thing he thall 
**. fay, in ordet to fet you againft us; for if you do, you, as well'as we, muft 
sS-all’ dye; Wherefore; Brethren, we conjure you by all the Ties of 

.Priendfhip’ fubfifting: between us, to inform us’ of any Defign that’ is 
‘© plotting againit us and that, whén any fuch Thing fhall be difcovered, 
you will fend an Exprefs' to Cadarackui, ¢<) where our Firé always burns. 
0 Brethren, We thall’be glad to fee you next Spring at Cabiiaga, to hold 
**.a: Couneil together,’ where you fhall’be as fafe and wellcome as ever. 
1. $$ Brethren, The Governor ourFather, being informed, that yourGovernot 
- 5 is raifing Men to come againft Canada, defires us to tell you, ‘that he has 
, One Thoufand eight bundred Men-at Crown Point, ready’ to give them 

‘< Battles im which ‘Number the Men of eight Caftles of the Urawawas 
icareinchadedaw. war sawh. divey’ mi 2s ae Wee Ve es ee 

_ “© Brethren, Be not angry at our deftroying Saraghtoga latt Fall; Col: 
“Schuyler-dar’d us toity by  faying he withed to {ee a French Army there: 
to We gratified him in'his With.” St ay 
on wAy Cabnuaga Indian’ was fent along with the Prifoner that was reftored; but 
when he came near the Settlements of the Six Nations, his Heart fail’d him, 
and:he fent:the Prifoner forward by hirhfelf with the Meflage. ce 
viedt ard blaow: ! some. A VG ye ‘ Vhd 


mA, 
a 


ec 


The 





atte i, The Governor of Canada calls the Six Nations, (and all the Jxdian Nations * depending on him) 
Obildren,, as the Governor of New-York calls them Brethren. : : 

.. » (4).--Another Settlement of Deferters from the Six Nations, and dwelling near Montreal. 
- af c) A French Fort oppofite to O/avego, and the Eaft End of Crdarackai Lake, or Lake Frontenacs 
* 











The Readinefs with which the Szx Nations Commitunicated this Mefiace; 
and the Slight they in all Appearance put upon it, is fome Proof of their 
Sincerity in the Promifes they made to his Excellency; neither from any 
Thing which has happened can it be fhewn, that they were not fincere. On 
the Contrary, it appears by Mr, ‘fobnfon’s Letter to his Excellency, of the 
21/t of October, ‘That feveral Parties are now out againft the French ; and 
that Mr. Yobufon having received Orders from Col. Roberts, to fend as many 
Indians as poflible to join the Army ; all the Mohawks, even their old 
Men, were fitted out and ready ; and having fent to the Upper Caftles at 
the fame Time, they appeared fo hearty, that there would not have remained 
above three old Men in any of the next Caftles ; And that Col. Roberts 
afterwards contradicting thefe Orders, they had appeared very uneafy on their 
being ftopt. It was not expected, that they would enter into the War 
without us, or by themfelves, neither are they a People of {0 little Thought 
as to give any Reafon to expect it from them. 

When the Companies rais’d in Penn/ylvania arriv’'d at Albany, his 
Excellency was informed by their Captains, that Mr. Thomas, Governor of 
that Piovince, had fent Conrad Weifer, their publick Interpreter; among the 
Su/quebannah Indians ; and that they expected his Arrival at this Place in a little 
Time, with, at leaft, three hundred Indians. The Treaties with the Indians, 
which Mr.T/omas has publithed, gave greatHopes of theSuccefs thatInterpreter 
would have; and thereby increafed the Difappointment, when Mr. Weifer 
attived a few Days before his Excellency left A/bany, and did not bring one 
Indian with him, 

His Excellency Govern6r Clinton, had perhaps more Difficulties to ftruggle 
with on this Occafion, than any Governor of New=York had at any Time : 
The Six Nations had on feveral Oceafions given Grounds of Miftruft ; the 
Governor of Ganada was attempting all the Means in his Power to divert 
their Affections from us; the People of the County of A/bany had for fome 
time paft, entertain’d a DifiatisfaGtion in the Conduct of the Commiffioners 
for Indian Affairs; the Commiffioners. themfelves were divided in their 
Sentiments, and feveral of them refuled to attend their Meetings ; and. they 
confefs’d to his Excellency, that they had loft all Influence on the Indsans ; 
Mr. Gooch having declined the Command of the Forces at Albany, his 
Excellency was forced likewife to undertake a new and great Care, which 
be in no Manner expeéted when he left the City of New-York, and which 
from many Incidents, was attended with many Difficulties, If thefe Things 
be duly confidered, and the Dangers his Perfon was in from the Infeétion of 
two different Difeafes, which at that Time raged in the City of Albany, of 
which great Numbers died during his Refidence there of near three Months ; 
none can doubt of his hearty Zeal for the Succefs of an Affair; in which the 
Safety and Profperity of all the Colonies in North America, were immediately 
concerned, 

But as every one may not be fufficiently apprized of what Confequence the Six 
Nations being hearty, is of to the Intereft of Great Britain, it may be proper 
to obferye, That tho’ a Number of Indians to march with the Army, which was 
intended to attack Canada, would be of great Ufe in difcovering and defeating 
the Ambuthes of the Enemy’s Indians, while they were everyDay to be guarded 
againft by the Forces which were to march by Land, and would by their 
Incurfions into the Enemy’s Country, terribly harafs them, and keep them 
from joining their Forces into any great Body to oppofe the Defign ; thefe 
are not the moft confiderable Advantages may be gain’d from ‘the Affetiion 

; Dek of 
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of the Six Natzons at this Time; or ahy Time of War ; for if the inland 
Fxtent of the Colonies from Nova Stotia to Georgia be confidered, and at the 
fame Time the numerous Indian Nations on the Continent af America, who 
may by the Artifices of the Prench be induced to make Incurfions every where; 
and the cruel Methods by which thé Indians make Incurfions in {mall Parties 
from the vaft Foreft which every where covers the Continent, and which in 
many Places is impenetrable ; it muft evidently appear, that tho’ the Enghfb 
Colonies be of much fuperior Force to the French in Numbers of Men, 
yet their Number would not be fufficient to protect their Frontiers from the 
Incurfions of the Indians in every Place : And, that while their Forces muft 
in this Cafe be divided and fcattered all over their Frontiers, it may be in the 
Power of the French in Canada, to invade with Succets any Part of the English 
Colonies. On the other Hand, ifa proper Attempt were to be made by the 
northern Colonies alone, without the Affiftance of their Mother Country, but 
with the Aififtance of the Indians, it would in all Appearance be fufficient to 
reduce Canada; for if the Indian Nations can be perfwaded to join heartily, (as 
from what is above related feems probable they may) it will be impoffible for 
the Inhabitants of Canada to defend themfelves from the Incurfions of thefe 
numerous Indian Nations, and from a Body of regular Troops at the fame 
Time. Asthe French are very fenfible of thefe Advaritages to be gain’d from 
the Friendfhip of the Indian Nations; they neglect no Meahs in their Power 
to procure them : And it is to be hoped, that the nothern Colonies will be no 
leis affidious in a Matter on which their Well-being at leaft depends, 

Some People wifh, that the Indians may remain Neuter, and think i¢ 
advifeable to purfue Meafures for that Parpofe; by which many horrid 
Barbarities would be prevented. No doulit this is to be withed ; but can the 
Englifh Colonies by any Means be aflured, that the French will be fincere in 
preferving fuch a Neutrality? And if they be not fincere; we (hall more 
certainly expofe ourfelves to all thefe Calamities, than we are now by Indians 
being engaged on both Sides, The S#& Nations are by their natural Inclinations 
difpofed to War-like Enterprizes: They never have been at Peace with all 
their Neighbours fince they were known to Chriftians: The Reputation 
they have gain’d among all the Indian Nations in North America; gives 
them an Influence in the Councils of every Nation. It may then be ealy for 
the French to turn this Difpofition to War in the Six Nations; againftt us, and 
by their Influence draw all the Indian Nations in North America upon us. 
The Genius of the Six Nations will not faffer them to temain inative while 
their Neighbours are at War. _ er RL | 

_ In the laft Place, it may not be improper to obferve at thi’Time, that tho’ 
the Colonies to the Southward (arid the Inhabitants of the Parts of the northern 
Colonies, which are lefs expofed to the Incurfions of Indians) think themfelves 
little coricern’d in Intereft, or in the Confequences of the prefent War ; yet if 
they would confider that the northern Colonies are really their Frontier, and 
that they defend the others from all the Calamities of a moft barbarous War 3 
the fouthern Colonies muft think that any Contribution of Men and Money, 
which is expected from them, is an eafy Purchafe of the Freedom from fuch 
Calamities to which their Brethren are fubjected ; and that while they can 
follow their Occupations at Eafe, they are much better enabled to fupport the 
‘Expence of a War than the northern Colonies are, where the Inhabitants are 


every Day in Danger of their Lives from a cruel Enemy; while at their daily 


and innocent Labours. If the fouthern Colonies neglect to keep the War at a 
Diftance from them, they may at an improper Time, become fenfible of the 


‘Evils their Brethren fuffer, and of their own Folly at the fame Time. 
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